202                       MY   EARLY   LIFE

This was made particularly clear when, on the retirement of
Ms father, I asked him to remain at his post and help me to
carry on the same tradition in our policy. Count Herbert met
this request with a curt refusal: he was accustomed to serving
no one but his father, and could not come with Ms portfolio
under his arm and make his reports to any other Chancellor.
And so our ways divided for ever.

In one definite direction my appointment to the Foreign
Office had occasioned me great discomfort. My parents, who
were notoriously not particularly well-disposed towards Prince
Bismarck, took it amiss that their son should wish to enter
his circle. The offensive letter my father wrote to the
Chancellor, objecting to my being employed in Ms office, is
well known. Possibly he feared 1 might be influenced against
my parents, or made ultra-conservative, or whatever all the
dangers may, have been which tale-bearers mentioned to my
disadvantage. I have never replied to the things that were
said behind my back. But my position in my parents' house
was often made really difficult, and was many a time rendered
painful by the backstairs politics of these scandal-mongers.

On 7th September, 1887, Prince Bismarck placed before my
grandfather a draft proclamation " by which the Prince's
appointment to the Foreign Office was extended for another
year, and His Royal Highness would at the same time be
attached on a similar footing to the Ministry of Finance, the
Prince having already obtained in Potsdam, under Governor
and Minister Achenbach, some insight into the business of the
Home administration/' In the proclamation issued on
these lines on the following day, confirming the prolongation
of my service at the Foreign Office, as mentioned above, the
Emperor expressed the desire that I should also be introduced
to the business of the Ministry of the Interior and the Finance
Ministry. Five days later the Foreign Office, to which I was
attached, informed me that the Finance Ministry had been
advised of my coming employment there, but that the notifi-
cation of the Minister'of the Interior had been "temporarily